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With support from the Multi-Donor Trust Fund the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry signs US$ 4.9 million contract with NGO Norwegian People’s Aid to boost agricultural production in 5 states 
Under the leadership of the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, three agencies will assist in the implementation of the ‘Support to Agriculture and Forestry Development Project’ (SAFDP). The project has received US$ 10 million in support from the Multi-Donor Trust Fund for Southern Sudan (MDTF-S), and aims to increase agricultural production, and strengthen the capacities of the Central and five State Governments of Southern Sudan.  
Today Monday June 02, 2008, US$ 4.9 million will go to the Lead NGO, the Norwegian People’s Aid (NPA) when it signs a contract with the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry. NPA will work with local level organizations to provide farmers with improved technologies in forestry and crops, covering 5 states (Jonglei, Central Equatoria, Eastern Equatoria, Upper Nile and Unity). NPA will also work closely with local governments to build their capacity, and to strengthen the linkages between farmers and markets.  
“The Norwegian People’s Aid is already well established on the ground, and able to quickly provide seeds and assistance to help farmers increase their output. With this project we hope to increase the agricultural production in Southern Sudan, which will benefit not only the farmers but also the consumers, at a time when food prices are increasing” said John J. Oloya, Senior Rural Development Specialist at the World Bank Office in Juba when the contract was signed. 
Since January 2008, the price of 50 kilogram of maize gain has increased by 40% in Juba, from SDG 50 to SDG 70. Other staple food prices have also gone up.
The UN-agency FAO will receive US$ 2.1 million under the project, to assist the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry in developing policies that ensure poverty reduction, and strengthen the institutional capacity of the Ministry to put these policies into practice. FAO will also assist MAF in prioritizing and managing TA needs; identify and select qualified experts and coordinate the services of the various consultants which MAF would recruit over the first phase of the project.  
Finally the research agency ICRISAT will lead a ‘Research Partnership’ to provide technologies, training of agricultural scientists and capacity building in the line ministry at state and county level.  
Facts about the Support to Agriculture and Forestry Development Project (SAFDP):
The Support to Agriculture and Forestry Development Project (SAFDP) is designed to support the recovery and enhancement of rural livelihoods in Southern Sudan with the focus on the agricultural and forestry sub-sectors. This is to be done by facilitating group-based rapid introduction and dissemination of improved demand-driven technologies (seeds, planting materials, tools, practices, etc.), and to help build functional governance and capacity in the sector Ministries at Central and State level. The project would strengthen linkages between the Central Government, State Governments and County Government, and involve both Non-Government Organizations (NGOs) and private sector service providers to facilitate implementation of project-supported activities. Training of producers and technical advice, technology development and dissemination would be re-enforced through partnerships involving producers, researchers and other service providers and made results-oriented, where possible building on existing capacity. Communities and natural resource users would be empowered to participate in developing the support services; they would become prime movers in economic growth through pilot innovation sub projects. 

The objective of the SAFDP is to increase productivity of some targeted 730 and 260 groups (of about 10 to 20 producers each) of agricultural and forestry producers respectively by: (i) facilitating adoption of improved technologies in agriculture and forestry; and, (ii) strengthening capacities of the Central and State Governments and the private sector to plan and deliver services in agriculture and forestry.

The total project cost is estimated to US$ 42.9 million. Of this the Multi-Donor Trust Fund for Southern Sudan (MDTF-S) is to provide $25.8 million and the GoSS US$ 17.1 million. 

In the first phase of the project MDTF-S will provide US$ 10 million and the GoSS US$ 8 million. 
The SAFDP will be implemented over 4 years, with the first phase anticipated to end in December 2009, and the second phase to run to 2011. 
